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quently brought her to the verge of war with Trance in the
past.118 Finally, and perhaps the most important, as Lord
Cromer believes, was the desire for freedom of action in
Egypt. There is little conclusive evidence that at the out-
set England planned to isolate Germany or to encourage
France to count on England for more than diplomatic
support, and even this was to be limited to the case of
Morocco. On the other hand, there is much evidence that,
within a few months, the Anglo-French Entente came to
have a far wider significance inimical to the peace of Eu-
rope—partly owing to Germany's clumsy and alarming
diplomatic gestures.
' On-the French side the motives were in part somewhat
the same. The French were determined to avoid being
involved in war on account of the ambitions of her Rus-
sian ally in the Far East. They wished to end the long-
Standing friction with England. They desired freedom of
action in Morocco. And they hoped to secure England as
a friend, or possibly as an ally, in order to build up a com-
bination of Powers, equal to, or, stronger than, the Triple
Alliance. France had come painfully to realize that her
alliance with Russia was qf less value than she had antici-
pated, at the time of its formation, that it would be. Russia
had given her little or no support at Fashoda and on other
critical occasions, and now she appeared to be so involved
in the Far East as to be of little support to France in case
of a Franco-German war. Delcasse had no thought of
abandoning the alliance with Russia, but he believed that
close relations with England would help to compensate
France for the lessened value of the Franco-Russian
alliance.
By 1904 Delcasse had thus bought off the Moroccan
claims of Italy and England, by promising these countries
a free hand in Tripoli and Egypt respectively, and he had
us Grey, I, 48 fit., emphasizes this motive.

